NEWSLETTER
June 2017
CHAIRMAN – RON JOYNSON

Here we are / June 2017 after a very interesting and important
season 2016/17. The season saw the debut of our three wise men
in EFC colours / Farhad Moshiri (Principal Shareholder) / Ronald
Koeman (Manager) and Steve Walsh (Director of Football which
includes Player Recruitment)
We finished in 7th place / 8 points behind 6th place Manchester
Utd but some 15 points ahead of 8th place Southampton. Not bad
for their first season in charge. Our full record was / Played 38 /
Won 17 / Drew 10 / Lost 11 / Goals 62:44 +18 / Points 61. We
played some good stuff and it was only in the last month, when our 7th place was secure and
Man Utd moved forward again hence making 6th place harder to attain, did we become too
relaxed and with beachwear on, we're disappointing. Still 7th place gave us entry into next
season Europa League once again. So another Cup Competition for us to enjoy.
So far in the close season, we have secured the services of goalkeeper Jordon Pickford (aged
23) from Sunderland and midfielder Davy Klassen (aged 24) the current Ajax club captain from
Holland and have waved goodbye to Arouna Kone. We have additionally seen 5 of our
youngsters play in the successful England U20 World Champion Team. However we still don't
know the futures of either Romelu Lukaku or Ross Barkley(Wavertree's Number Two) We need
to wait and see what they conclude.
We hear today that our new Bramley Moor Dock ground site is to include, the means to be
transformed into athletics usage for our city's 2022 Commonwealth Games proposal.
I'm sure that our world talented designer, Dan Meis will come up with a great design for this
duality, hopefully more like Manchester City's Etihad Stadium rather than West Ham's London
Stadium, we all shout out! This is one to look out for soon (hopefully)
Finally, our trial coach-bound AGM was not a qualified success unfortunately. This was
principally due to the positional arrangements of the vehicle and the layout's subsequent
inadequacy, to encourage full interactive participation. Our AGM next year will again be back in a
hotel venue as favoured in former years.
To Summarise / quite a reasonable season, not without faults but encouraging nevertheless /
exciting times ahead with new player recruitment and perhaps some departures / new young
World Champions coming through / and a new ground format coming to a conclusion. A lot to
look forward to West Country Blue people, and we, your Committee look forward to seeing you all
again in August.
NSNO. Amen.
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TREASURER – MIKE WILLIAMS

Welcome to the June edition of the Westcountry Blues newsletter. This is my
last as Editor in Chief as Ian Davis will take on the role as part of his job role
as Merchandise and Marketing Secretary. I know that Ian has a few ideas for
it and has already started considering merchandise items to sell next season.
Thanks to those that have submitted articles over the last couple of years and
please continue to do so for Ian.
We do have a slightly delayed newsletter and that is so that I could include
the WCB social event held in Bristol on 3ed June. More about that later.
As recorded in the AGM minutes my financial report for last season is attached at the end of this
newsletter as are the AGM minutes for those that have not seen them. In summary, I think we did
quite well to return a small deficit over the season (at the time of writing we have already nearly
overturned the deficit as I have paid mine and Deb’s membership fees for next season!)
but that would not have been possible without the match day contributions which not only
covered the coach driver’s tips completely but also went some way to mitigate the overall travel
loss.
I think looking forward we did the right thing by adjusting the cost of membership and travel from
next season, although we do start of without the added cost of AGM food. So in theory we are
£300 better off at the start of this season than we were last. I have no doubt that we will once
again manage to get through the forthcoming season fairly steadily but always keeping an eye on
it to ensure we can sustain the way we do our business at the moment.
Again, in order to help matters please look at our Easyfundraising page on the website for details
how to help us for no cost to yourselves. I think with an aggressive approach to this we could
easily offset any price increases for some time. As I have said many a time it is so easy to do, it
does not cost you any extra and we make some money from every transaction you do online
including click and collect options.
Looking to next season you may have noticed on the website that we intend to pick up members
at J8 in addition to our three normal stops. This is primarily for Craig Hunt who has been tasked
with finding more members from the Tewkesbury area to ensure that this stop is viable. I

This season’s membership details are now on the website. Please submit your membership fees
as soon as possible. If your details have not changed DO NOT FILL IN A NEW MEMBERSHIP
FORM. Just slip a note in with your remittance to the effect that your details remain the same and
we will do the rest.
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And lastly on behalf of my wife Debra can I thank everybody for your good wishes on our
wedding at the end of the season.

TRAVEL AND TICKET REQUIREMENTS – BECKY MARTIN

If you are a season ticket holder and not attending a game please
ensure you tell Becky or Mike Williams as the coach seat THAT IS
AUTOMATICALLY ALLOCATED TO YOU can be offered up to
others. If your season ticket is also desirable we may be able to get rid
of that as well.
Please help us make the whole concept of running the coach to
Goodison Park sustainable.
As always, it is advised that you let me know as soon as you can when
you know which fixture you wish to attend, this will avoid any last minute
requests that could result in failure to get a ticket or of being allocated a
restricted view.
Tickets will only be ordered for members travelling to the match on the WCB coach.
Everton are not obliged to provide a refund on cancelled tickets so in the event that you
cannot attend a game, having ordered a ticket, you may be liable to still pay for tickets
ordered. We would hope your good nature prevails!
The only way to really ensure that you are included on the bus list is to speak to me personally or
by text as I may miss Facebook messages.
As I mentioned in the AGM minutes this will be my last season as Ticket Secretary. The job is
vitally important and together with Mike Williams, the Ticket Secretary does get the coach on the
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road on a match day. If you are interested in taking over the role please speak to me and I will
assist you in every way I can to make the transition painless.
SUPPORTERS CLUBS FLAG BEARERS DAY 2017

Not knowing what to expect, we were both a little
uncertain when we arrived at the Park End. The
applause from the Burnley fans as we came out
onto the pitch was unexpected to say the least but
very welcome.
Making our way along the full length of the Bullens
Road Stand and in front of the Gladwys Street End
to our allocated position, we were desperately
trying to pick out where the calls from our fellow
Westcountry Blues were coming from as their
voices were lost in the clamour of the crowd.
We tried to pick you all out and give you all a wave
but lots of faces were blurs in the crowd. An easy
spot was Tony Williams – he gets everywhere.
When the first strains of Z Cars bellowed from the
speakers the roar was deafening. We didn’t think it
could get any louder until Jags emerged from the
tunnel and the crowd raised the roof even further.
Goose bumps on our arms and chills on the back
of our necks, we were both in awe of the whole
atmosphere.
It was all over way too quickly and we were making our way back to our seats so we didn’t miss
the match but what an amazing experience and a real privilege to represent our supporters club.
Thank you Westcountry Blues!
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WESTCOUNTRY BLUES END OF SEASON MEET UP - Rebecca

Martin

Saturday 3rd June saw a number of Westcountry Blues members head to Bristol for a few drinks
without the stress of a match to follow! We gathered at the ‘Knights Templar’ pub at around
2pm and (in-keeping with the name of the pub) launched our own crusade on the well-stocked
bar!! Those of us that have been around a while were delighted at the cameo appearance of our
former Chairman Andy Maxwell – looking well and with daughter Naomi and grandsons in tow.
After a few drinks and much conversation, the group decided to take advantage of the glorious
weather and head to the bustling harbour side for some more refreshments. Beer, conversation
and food flowed throughout the afternoon.
On the rebound from a heavy cold, I made a fairly early departure but reliable sources inform me
that at least one of our number didn’t see his bed the right side of 3am! Giving no clues, but the
member (who we will call ‘Donnie’ to protect his identity) reportedly headed straight off the train in
to the bright lights of Yeovil where raved and partied with the best of them 'til the wee small
hours! A great time was had by all and I look forward to the next one!

5

ONLY AT EVERTON

Spotted in the Everton shop on the corner of the Gwladys St and Bullens Road. I managed to
stop Ron Joynson snapping this bargain up

FORTHCOMING FIXTURES

The Everton Fixture will these will appear on the website as soon as they are firmed up.

COYB
Twitter: @mikewilliams358
Mike Williams
Mob: 07885738785
Email: michaelwilliams7358@yahoo.co.uk

6

Westcountry Blues Season 2016-17 AGM
MINUTES
1. Meeting held on Saturday 15th April 2017 on board coach to Burnley game with 48 people present on the coach
of which 40 were fully paid up members of the Westcountry Blues Supporters Club.
OPENING REMARKS
2.

Ron Joynson, the WCB Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed everybody to the AGM.
 Ron explained that this was a change to the original plan of holding the meeting on the match day coach to
Watford as that game had been switched to Friday 12th May to accommodate Chelsea and Sky TV, therefore
we would not running a coach to the game.
 Ron then explained that the ‘mobile AGM’ was a trial to see if it was possible to do this in order to alleviate
the need to book somewhere in early June and for the vast majority of members to make another journey
from all over the West Country to a venue somewhere.
 Ron will canvass opinion of its success at a later date.

CHAIRMAN’S OVERVIEW
3. Ron Joynson gave the Chairman’s overview of the season:
 Everton Performance. Ron felt that this is a better season under the leadership of Ronald Koeman with a
good chance that 7th place is assured. This means that Everton are in with a chance of Europa League
football next season.
 Development of Players. Ron endorsed the thoughts of most Everton supporters that we have seen a
wonderful youth policy at Everton with the development of young players such as Tom Davies, Mason
Holgate, Ademola Lookman and Dominic Calvert Lewin.
 Contract Issues. On a slightly disappointing note there are reported contract issues with both Romelu Lukaku
and Ross Barkley.
 Westcountry Blues Performance. Ron explained that we have had a mixed performance. We have had a
number of midweek games without running a coach. Sunday games are problematic as we do not have a
large coach and rarely fill the smaller ones resulting in financial losses. In order to generate some
rebalancing we have had a good number of non-member visitors who have helped to bolster coach journeys
this year.
 Mike Trebilcock. Mike Trebilcock (EFC legend and goal scorer from the 1966 FA Cup Final) made the trip
with us to the Sunderland game and this was a fantastic day.
 Membership numbers down from the previous season.
 Costs remain an issue though (see Mike Williams' report)
 8 WCB Goodison games in 2017 have brought us 29 goals (nearly 4 per game).
 Foreseen problems next season with TV and Europa games (again Mike's report)
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ELECTION OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS/OFFICERS
4.

The committee members were discussed as follows:


Election of Committee Members/Officers. The current committee will remain in place for the 2017/2018
season as they were all formally voted in.



Ian Davies was then formally voted to join the committee as our new marketing and merchandise secretary
vice Mike Williams who will relinquish this role but remain as Treasurer.



The committee for Season 2017/18 therefore will consist as follows:








Chairman
Treasurer.
Secretary
Ticket Secretary
Asst Treasurer
Member
Marketing and Merchandise
Secretary

Ron Joynson
Mike Williams
Danni Jones
Becky Martin
Chris Holmes
Jacky Mounty
Ian Davies

Please note: The 2017/18 season will be Becky’s last as Ticket Secretary so please consider whether you could
stand for election to this post for the 2018/19 season. Becky would be happy to speak to individuals about what is
involved in the role and will happily provide support and guidance during the transition period.
TREASURER REPORT
5.
Mike Williams the Treasurer read out the statement of accounts as at 14th April 2017. He also said that a
finalised copy will be put on the website at season end. The report is as follows:

INCOME
MEMBERSHIP FEES ADULTS
MEMBERSHIP FEES
SENIORS
MEMBERSHIP FEES
FAMILIES
MEMBERSHIP FEES
JUNIORS
COACH FARES
MATCH DAY TICKETS
2016 AGM RAFFLE
MERCHANDISE SALES
EASY FUNDRAISING
MISSED TRAVEL PAYMENTS
MATCH DAY COLLECTIONS
BACS TEST
BANK CHARGE
TOTAL

£630.00
£30.00
£60.00

EXPENDITURE
COACH HIRE

£13,500.00

MATCH DAY TICKETS
2016 AGM FOOD

£3,125.00
£300.00

2016 AGM RAFFLE PRIZES
£20.00
£12,712.00
£3,125.00
£88.00
£25.86
£63.08
£98.00
£426.00
£0.01
£4.00
£17,281.95

WEBSITE HOSTING/DOMAIN RENEWAL
MIKE TREBILCOCK MATCH DAY TICKETS
COACH DRIVER TIPS
BUS FLOAT
BANK CHARGE
MERCHANDISE STOCK PURCHASED
STATIONARY

£24.00
£59.98
£50.00
£280
£20
£4
£76.53
£4.60

£17,444.11

Excess Income over Expenditure

- £162.16

Balance Carried forward from 2015/16 Season
Balance at Bank 15 April 2017

£3,852.00
£3,689.84
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TICKET SECRETARY REPORT
6.
Due to the logistics of moving people about on the coach Mike gave a very quick overview on Becky’s
behalf:
 Ticket sales for non-season ticket holders down due to limited seats available caused by
large number of season ticket sales at Goodison Park.
 Becky is ordering tickets when the forevereverton tickets become available. This can be up to 5 weeks in
advance of the game so if you wish to attend and do not have a season ticket let Becky know as soon as
possible.
 Becky is ordering away match tickets up to 5 weeks in advance of the game. We have a number of regular
away match attendees who sometimes cannot go, so if you fancy an away day let Becky know as she may
be able to help.
WESTCOUNTRY BLUES MAN OF THE MATCH
7.
Ron Joynson explained the current state of play with the Man of the Match award collected after every game.
The detail is as follows:


19 Players chosen from 13 games with 2 games still to play in our competition.



5 points
1 point to

1
2
3

Idrissa Gana Gueye.
Ross Barkley.
Romelu Lukaku.

35
31
13

awarded for player with most votes down to
player in 5th place.



And 4 players on 12 points - Tom Davies/Morgan Scheidelein/Seamus Coleman/Phil Jagielka.



Completed Seasonal Result will be announced after the Chelsea match vote (on coach)

FINANCIAL PROJECTIONS
8.
Mike Williams then gave an overview about projected costs for next season based upon a sheet of paper
handed out to all members on the coach some two hours prior to this briefing. The brief was based on the current
financial status including a projected loss for the upcoming game versus Chelsea on Sunday 30 th April and a number
of other reasonable assumptions as follows:


Qualifying for Europa League could mean more Sunday games which historically are run
at a loss.



Improvement of performance means Everton could feature more on TV.



Continued lack of non-season ticket holder seats available at Goodison Park.



Berry’s have implied that there may be up to a 5% increase in cost of coaches.

9.
Mike Williams explained that options to raise more funds are limited to prices increases. Having examined all
of the options the committee have suggested the following strategy:


Increase Membership Fees.

 Restrict membership to Adults and Children therefore drop the seniors rate for both travel and
membership fees.
10.

Membership Fees for Season 2017/18 will be as follows:
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 Adult memberships including seniors - £15
 Children’s memberships - £10
 A family 2+2 membership - £30

11.

Travel Fares for Season 2017/18 will be as follows:
 Member Adults - £25
 Member Children - £20
 Non-member Adults - £30
 Non-member Children - £25
 One Way Member Travel to remain at £20 irrespective of age
 One Way Non Member travel set at £25 regardless of age

12.
Paragraph 10 and 11 were both put to members as proposals and accepted by the majority.
One member raised a hand to indicate an objection, particularly in relation to the vote taking place on the coach, as
the member was under the impression that the initial intention was to have an online vote following the Watford
fixture. The Chairman agreed to conduct a further discussion with the member on arrival in Liverpool and this
discussion took place as planned. However, as only one objection was raised and the majority of members raised
their hands to indicate understanding and acceptance of the proposals, they were carried and will be adopted for the
2017/18 season.
13.
We have to establish a consistent rule for no shows on match day. Currently, some pay and some do not. It
is understood that there are many circumstances why people do not show up on the day and each case will be
treated on its own merit. If your no show means that we miss the opportunity to downsize the bus or to actually offer
the seat to somebody on a waiting list then full payment will be expected. Non-members who default will not be
allowed to travel with us again. Persistent member no shows could have membership rescinded and may be asked
to pay in advance of travel in future. If you can’t make the coach due to a commitment you need to let Mike or Becky
know by 12pm on the Friday at the latest. This simple act of courtesy will give Mike time to adjust bus size if
applicable or Becky to inform anybody on a waiting list there is space.
OTHER BUSINESS
14.
The website is working well for us and no changes will be made at this time. Mike Williams will continue to
run this for us.
15.
We had Easter biscuits on the coach which were supplied by Steve Jones courtesy of Hobbs House Bakery.
Thanks Steve they were superb.
16.
Ron closed the meeting with a quick reminder that today was the Supporters Day at Everton and as many of
us needed to be in the ground by 2.40pm to cheer on our WCB Standard Bearers marching around the pitch. Chris
Howard and lovely daughter Olivia are our representatives today and look forward to waving to us on their important
pitch side journey/well done Chris and Olivia.
SUMMARY
17.
In Summary, as Chairman, may I thank members of our management committee for their work and their
support to me in my role and in particular to Mike for his help with this prototype AGM format briefing today.
Thank You
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WESTCOUNTRY BLUES END OF SEASON FINANCIAL STATEMENT

04 June 2017

INCOME

EXPENDITURE

MEMBERSHIP FEES
63

ADULTS

£630.00

COACH HIRE

£15,400.00

6

SENIORS

£30.00

MATCH DAY TICKETS

£3,522.50

3

FAMILY

£60.00

2016 AGM FOOD

£300.00

4

JUNIORS

£20.00

2016 AGM RAFFLE PRIZES

£24.00

COACH FARES

£14,690.00

POSTAGE/TELEPHONE

£0.00

MATCH DAY TICKETS

£3,522.50

STATIONARY

£4.60

2016 AGM RAFFLE

£88.00

WEBSITE HOSTING/DOMAIN RENEWAL

£59.98

MERCHANDISE SALES

£36.67

MERCHANDISE STOCK

£76.53

Easy fundraising

£63.08

MISCELLANEOUS
Mike Trebilcock Match Day Tickets

£50.00

Missed Travel bespoke payments

£98.00

Coach Driver Tips

£320.00

Matchday Collections

£471.00

Bank Charge

£4.00

BACS test

£0.01

Berrys Thankyou Card and Chocolates

£9.81

Bank Charge

£4.00

Bus Float

£20.00

MISCELLANEOUS

£19,733.26
Excess Income over Expenditure

-£38.16

Balance Carried forward from 2015/16 Season

£3,852.00

Balance at Bank 31.05.17

£3,813.84
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£19,771.42

