NEWSLETTER
June 2016
Chairman – Ron Joynson

The new season dawns. Not just another season in our illustrious history,
but a brand new season under brand new Club and Team Management.
Welcome aboard Messrs Farhad Moshiri and Ronald Koeman.
Mr Moshiri's immediacy in correcting our club's deficiencies was shown
with the decision to replace our Club Manager Roberto Martinez, with
Ronald Koeman and highlights his aspirations and goals for us. In Ronald
Koeman, he has recruited both a fine manager and former excellent
Dutch International player. We currently await his promised plans for a
new stadium hopefully along the river front, north of the Pier Head.
Welcome aboard indeed sir.
Ronald Koeman had been a member of a Dutch International Team which also starred Marco Van Bastin,
Ruud Gullit, Frank Rijkard and Dennis Bergkamp. He notably scored the match winning goal in the 1992
European Cup Final at Wembley for his Club team Barcelona when managed by Johan Cruyff,
Barcelona's first ever European Cup win. So he knows a little about the style of football that we seek and
that he has tried to display same at Southampton in the last two seasons. A real winner. On your behalf,
this week I sent this note to him at Everton FC:
The West Country Blues travel up by bus from all quarters of Southwest England to support Everton every
match and are amongst the most dedicated of all the club's supporters both home and away.
We are indeed waiting for a return to our historical position amongst the most successful of English
Football Clubs and know and understand that you share the same views as ourselves. We have waited for
so long. We fully approve of your appointment and indeed really look forward to your work at the Club with
the resultant success that will surely follow.
Welcome aboard Mr Koeman"
I trust that all West Country Blues members approve.
Ronald brings with him, his brother Erwin as his number two and his fitness coach, Jan Kluitenberg, who
alongside Duncan Ferguson and David Unsworth form the basis of our new management team.
Our Club AGM on Saturday June 4th was a great success too and our West Country Blues Management
Committee thanks the attendees for endorsing our stewardship for another season. Further details, photos
and Meeting Minutes are found below.
Finally from me, a great welcome to all WCB Members both new and "mature" and look forward to our
joint aspirations in the new season.

"Koeman you Westcountry Blues"
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Treasurer – Mike Williams

Welcome to the June edition of the Westcountry Blues newsletter. There
is a great article from Craig Hunt below and I thank him for his efforts.
The website link for this newsletter on the website is of course Alan Ball.
Alan Ball was and remains my favourite ever Everton player. As a small
child I can remember watching the World Cup final and he was of course
very much an unsung hero in the sense that he never scored. He ran
himself into the ground that day. He of course moved onto Arsenal in a
move which really shocked so many Evertonians. Never the less he
remained a fantastic player for a number of seasons at various clubs but
never ever forgot the Mighty Blues!
My financial report for last season is attached at the end of this newsletter. In summary, I think
we did quite well to overturn a small deficit the previous season and return a small profit this. We
are not a profit making organisation and if I could balance the books to the penny I would be
happy.
I do sit before each home game and look at the cost projections of the coach versus the
members who have booked. I do like to see the cost covered and it dismays me when we get it
wrong. Season Ticket Holders, please keep us informed of any games you cannot make so that
we do not assume you are coming along. I think in light of the small price increase by Berry’s for
our coaches we have to do everything we can to ensure we get the numbers right.
This season’s membership details are now on the website. Please submit your membership fees
as soon as possible. If your details have not changed DO NOT FILL IN A NEW MEMBERSHIP
FORM. Just slip a note in with your remittance to the effect that your details remain the same.
Just another reminder about Easyfundraising. Details are on the website and it is money for
nothing. We have only 3 supporters now but have raised over £10. With 50 supporters we can
offset the bus losses further.
In terms of marketing and merchandise, items will be on sale on the coach throughout the
season. The profit margins are kept small to ensure that badges, car stickers, fridge magnets and
mugs are really affordable.
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Travel and Ticket Requirements – Becky Martin

If you are a season ticket holder and not attending a game please
ensure you tell Becky or Mike Williams as the coach seat THAT IS
AUTOMATICALLY ALLOCATED TO YOU can be offered up to
others. If your season ticket is also desirable we may be able to get rid
of that as well. We have already lost money this season with STHs not
telling us they are unable to travel – Please help us make the whole
concept of running the coach to Goodison Park sustainable.
As always, it is advised that you let me know as soon as you can when
you know which fixture you wish to attend, this will avoid any last minute
requests that could result in failure to get a ticket or of being allocated a
restricted view.
Tickets will only be ordered for members travelling to the match on the WCB coach.
Everton are not obliged to provide a refund on cancelled tickets so in the event that you
cannot attend a game, having ordered a ticket, you may be liable to still pay for tickets
ordered. We would hope your good nature prevails!
The only way to really ensure that you are included on the bus list is to speak to me personally or
by text as I may miss Facebook messages.
FORTHCOMING FIXTURES

The Everton Fixture list is out however I have not published these as Sky and BT need to organise their
itinerary. Suffice to say these will appear on the website as soon as they are firmed up. Please take heed
of the note below.
PLEASE REMEMBER
 Once tickets are ordered they have to be paid for unless we can re-sale. FAILURE to do so means that
we lose money.
 Season Ticket Holders - PLEASE advise if you are not intending to travel as we can often fill seats. We
are trying to avoid so many games where we actually lose money by not filling the seats.
 If you do book a seat on the coach and do drop out we lose money so PLEASE bear this in mind.
Consider making a donation towards it at least!
 THERE ARE 3 PICK UP/DROP OFF POINTS (J25/J16/J13) AND THERE IS ONE DROP OFF POINT
AT PRIORY ROAD IN L4.
UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES ARE PASSENGERS TO APPROACH THE COACH DRIVERS TO
MAKE ALTERNATIVE ARRANGEMENTS.

WEMBLEY FA CUP SEMI FINAL
As you will become aware after out Semi Final trip at the backend of the season past I bumped
into Craig Hunt in Wembley. Never wanting to miss an opportunity and as he had been drinking I
asked him to write a small piece for the newsletter all about his day. He has written an
epic…….enjoy!
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“………AND IT’S A GRAND OLD TEAM TO SUPPORT”

It’s a funny old thing football, the joys, the excitement, the tears and sadness but I guess that’s
why we all love the beautiful game so much. I can remember casting back memories to when I
first stepped foot inside Goodison Park. It was with my Dad and my Uncle Ken.
Two huge figures in my life at the time. Family
troubles had been brewing, arguments were had but
the strange comfort of silence came when we got into
the back of my uncles car to head to the game.
I remember the strong sound of “All Together Now”
being played on cassette and Dad singing along. We
were off to watch the Mighty Blues play Leeds United.
I have always gone to the game with my Dad and my
Uncle, but in recent years, Dad couldn't put himself
through pain and stress of sitting in small seats and cramped crowds, unlike the attitude he had
when he was my age, when he was a part of ESCALA and travelled to many home and away
games.
Since joining West Country Blues, my Dad has only been to one Everton game, and that was
Duncan Ferguson's Testimonial. I recall the joy on his face and felling of ecstasy when the full
time whistle went. My Dad had seen Everton in the 80s, when we were on top and flying. But
since then, Everton has changed.
Which is why when we managed to get into the semi-final of the FA Cup, I really thought the
feelings of excitement would come back to my Dad. But alas, they didn’t. I was left with one
sentence from my Dad - “If they make the final, I might come with you”.
Well, that was enough for me, I got onto the phone to my Uncle
who i go to the game with regularly and Josh Hogan from West
Country Blues, and we booked our tickets to the semi-final.
I had never been to Wembley to see Everton play, the last
semi-final I was working and before that…. well I was a nipper
in 1995. I had been to see Bristol City beat Walsall in the Tim
Pot Cup in the new Wembley, but never the mighty blues.
Since being a season ticket holder, I have grown some great
friendships with fellow Evertonians and these were shown to
be even greater on the trip to London. I remember texting
fellow WCB Member Colin Evans in the week leading up to it,
arranging travel as he was driving to his hotel in Wembley.
Colin offered to drive us and we would pay for his fuel.
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The morning of Wembley, I shot out of bed (Editor’s Note: Unlike a normal game then Craig!)
I had been reading the Everton website all night, looking at events and things to do when we got
there. Safe to say I was buzzing. Now, coming from a drama background, naturally I wasn't going
to attend such a momentous occasion in just normal football wear. I was propositioned with the
challenge of dressing up as Glwadys the toffee lady, but seeing as it wasn't Panto season, I
looked to my dad’s advice “If they make the final - I will”.
Instead, I went into full Scouse mode. Blue and white make up, Afro and Shell suit, complete with
the official WCB flag. It’s safe to say passersby new who I was supporting.
We met Colin at J13 around 10 am. A few giggles were made from Josh and Colin’s cheeky
smile murmured “flipping hell Craig” when I arrived in full Harry Enfield attire.
Safe to say, we’ve all got a sense of humour as we piled into Colin’s car. We had one job left to
do, Everton Car flags and sprawl the WCB flag over the back window. Check! We’re off! Me and
Josh we’re great co-pilots to Colin, cracking open beers and asking for toilet stops every 20
minutes
After one of the toilet stops 40 minutes
from the stadium, somehow, we came
out of Heston services into a housing
estate. Safe to say, Colin was not
amused. Me with my quick thinking and
being a child of the new generation,
popped out Google Maps and quickly
got us back on track.
We arrived at Colin’s Quality Hotel
(genuinely the name of the hotel and
not sarcasm) and we parted company
as me and Josh had booked a hotel in
Maida Vale, courtesy of his Dad, Pete
Hogan (not Hulk) which i have to say
was an absolute gent for sorting us out
the room on his Best Western points.
We had a short walk to Wembley Park Tube
station, but as we made our way there it seemed
to be all Everton fans. At one point I'm sure it
was 1 Red to 4 Blue. I found this strange as
United’s fan base in London is incredible.
Nevertheless, we proceeded to the tube. Josh
was surprised at the price of the travel cards,
but after explaining to him, he saw the benefit.
As we made a swap at Baker Street, the fan
base got less and less, bearing in mind I’m still
wearing makeup and an afro. I have now learnt,
if you head way from a sporting event dressed
up, it’s extremely weird if people around you aren't in on the reference to why you’re dressed like
you are.
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When we got to our hotel, which was in a high street, it
was soon apparent we weren't the only Evertonians in
the place, which was a great relief. We checked in,
stunning room, had a beer which cost almost as much
as the ticket to the game and pushed on back to the
tube station.
We decided it would be better to head to Wembley
Central and walk rather than take the 45 min journey
across two stops. As we got out of the station, the place
was buzzing. We were surrounded by equal amounts of
supporters as we made our way to Wembley Stadium.
We were meeting my Uncle Ken, who was
travelling by National Express from Liverpool, and
also Kieran and Rob, who are fellow Evertonians
we meet on match day.
The place was rammed and phone signal wasn't
the best, so we headed for the fan zone which was
absolutely mental. Flares were going off, chants
were as loud as can be…. and that was just the
Man United end (we stupidly walked in the wrong
end). When we got to the Everton fan zone, it was
like nothing I had ever seen before. I thought to
myself, “What happens if we make the final…..”
It was carnage. Beers, Balls and vocals - the atmosphere was crazy. At the time, Martinez was
on his last straws, this was made clear, when a young lad got up on the mic and started singing
anti-Martinez songs.
We finally found them all in the fanzone and
quickly loaded up on beer. The security was
supposed to section the fans into a “No
Alcohol beyond this point” but that was like
trying to contain girls from seeing Justin
Bieber at a concert.
Beers were £5.00 a pint, which outside the
ground was pretty good as you actually got a
pint. Queues were standard and not too time
consuming. We were set. The alarm was set
for kick off and we made our way to the
stadium.
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As we made our approach to Wembley way,
there was a lot of police on horseback trying
to keep away fans away from each other, that
seemed pretty tense but nevertheless we
made our way up. It was pretty easy to seek
beer into the queue sections, as we realised
we would seriously need a drink with the 45
minute wait it took getting into Wembley.
We picked up a programme which cost £10 a
piece, i nearly fell over before Josh told me
the previous cup finals were £15. Ridiculous
when you think we pay £3.50 for out
programmes which filled lots of information,
this thing was like a free information booklet you get when you leave the doctors. Shocking. But
as mad as we are, we had to buy one.
Shortly after we stopped for a quick pic with
the West Country Blues flag, to show the club
we were out in full strength.
We got stopped for a few pics parents
wanting a snap with me like I was a character
from Disneyland. I didn't care, we were at
Wembley!
Wembley is a crazy place when you’re in full
swing. The noise and the smells are just
something you won’t experience anywhere
else.
When we finally got in after queuing, we got security checked in the lobby and at this point the

players were on the pitch waiting for kick off. We hadn't even left the floor - our seats were in the
gods so as you can imagine we had quite a walk.
As you travel up the escalators, everything is
enclosed so you have no sense of where you
are, if it wasn't for the need of swallowing to
pop your ears, you would think you were on
the ground the floor.
But then, you make it. The foyer is like nothing
you've ever seen before. When you think we
used to the small walkways in the Lower
Gwladys, to be then greeted by this out of
space phenomena, it does send chills down
your spine.
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As I made it up the steps to the section, the Goodison travelling roar was insane. What a view,

what an atmosphere, this is what Everton is about. The view is indescribable, I was actually very
happy we were sat where we were. The atmosphere was off the chain. It was quite comforting as
in recent months, Goodison was deathly silent with the poor run of results we’d had and the
future of our now departed manager up in the air, the sheer fact the fans were still so passionate,
reminded me why I love this club so much.
Into the game we went, and when United scored, the silence was deafening, which was shortly
cut out after Fellaini decided to taunt the fans by pointing at his number. If anything, it was a
stupid mistake by him as the fans lifted the
atmosphere to whole new level. Half-time, the
fans were buzzing, singing “we’ve got a
diamond called ….”
We were queuing for drinks and food, prices
were astronomical with a bottle of Budweiser
costing £5.00 (330ml not a pint) and hotdogs
costing £7.00.
Nevertheless, back to the game. The crowd
were pumped, the players were dominating
and then penalty was given. ERUPTION! The
fans were so confident that the in form
Lukaku was about the level the scores…… but it wasn't to be. A fantastic save from David
DeGea kept united in the lead.
But we pushed on, the fans pushed on, the players were on it. And then it happened, it came
from the magic man himself, one, Gerard D E L E U F E O ….. A fantastic whipped cross which
was deflected into the net.
The stadium erupted. Flares were fired into the air and the chants of E V E R T O N were sang
round in jubilation. It was incredible. Josh, myself and my Uncle jumped into each other, fist
pumping and screaming, my only wish was my Dad was with me to shout too, but I knew he’d be
at home in the arm chair grinning like a Cheshire cat. The momentum was with us and we had
only minutes left after the 90. We were all convinced it was going to extra time and maybe, just
maybe with penalties looming, we’d make it to the final.
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But it wasn't meant to be. A last minute goal from Anthony Martial sent the mighty blues packing
and pretty much put the icing on the cake for a disappointing campaign.
After the game Martinez was the talking point with majority of fans screaming for his dismissal. I
on the other hand, was proud. We had made to the Wembley and we lost out on a last minute
goal. We weren't dominated and it’s fair to say United will have felt extremely lucky leaving there.
I was speaking to United fans after game and they all said what a great game it was and it could
have gone either way. On our travels back, we did see some old firm fighting, which was
despicable and quickly addressed, but on the whole, fans were very well behaved. Until we
bumped into some unsavoury characters form West Country Blues, the treasurer, Mike Williams,
Kieron Hatton and Mark Thomas who were making their way to the tube.

Everyone was in good spirits and we departed. As we waited for the tube, there were some
overly aggressive Man United fans banging on walls, but again this was dealt with by the police.
My Uncle headed home on the National Express and me and Josh headed back to the hotel. We
didn't care about the result. We had been to watch the mighty blues and we were now in London
and there is only one thing to do when you’re in London, intoxicated from drinking all day - that is
to PARTY!
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We had a fab time in London and it made us realise why we love supporting this club so much,
the places you see, the people you meet but most importantly the feelings you get through
winning and losing…. It most certainly is ….. A GRAND OLD TEAM TO SUPPORT!
Best Wishes,

Craig Hunt
WCB Tewkesbury.

And lastly there is now a collection tin on the every bus – please
spare a few coppers to offset the driver’s tips budget!
If the tin is not obvious just give a few coppers to Mike or Becky!
COYB
Twitter: @mikewilliams358
Mike Williams
Mob: 07885738785
Email: michaelwilliams7358@yahoo.co.uk
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AGM 2016

Copies of these images taken by Craig Hunt can be found at
http://www.westcountryblues.org.uk/newsletters/newsletters.html
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WESTCOUNTRY BLUES AGM 2016 MINUTES
The Annual General Meeting off the Westcountry Blues Official Everton Supporters Club was held at the
Almondsbury Interchange Hotel Bristol on the 4th June 2016 with 30 people present.
Apologies: We received numerous apologies from members who could not make the meeting.
The meeting was chaired by Ron Joynson Chairman of the Westcountry Blues.

DISCUSSION POINTS
1.

Welcome

Ron Joynson, the Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed everybody and thanked those present for making
the effort to come along.

2.

Apologies: We received numerous apologies from members who could not make the meeting.
Chairman’s Overview of the Season.

Ron summarised what a really disappointing season it had been for Everton overall. Despite reaching two separate
Cup Semi Finals (whereupon we had been defeated) our League season had been dreadful with the team losing
more games than it had won.
The stats were P38 / W11 / L13 / D14 / points 47. Both the points total and the final position of 11th was exactly the
same as last year. A bottom half of the league table again. Nowhere near good enough for a club with Everton’s
stature nor a position that was expected bearing in mind how the plaudits had suggested this was the best Everton
Squad they had known for many a year.
Roberto Martinez had enjoyed a good first year, a really bad year two, and we had all thought that this would be his
real test year. Subsequent performances and results were to prove his inadequacy and he was finally dismissed on
May 12th with one game still to play.
The final game, under the stewardship of David Unsworth ably supported by Joe Royle emphasised what a good
offensive strategy could do for us in addition to introducing several young U21 players to the first team.
At this time, we await a new Managerial appointment with Ronald Koeman heavily supported by most of the press.
We shall have to wait and see.
We have welcomed a further 12 new members to our WCB ranks with our total now exceeding 120 persons. Great
News!
3.

Treasurer’s Report.

Mike Williams the Treasurer read out the statement of accounts. The report is attached to the minutes.


After a short discussion it was decided that one way travel to Goodison Park on the coach will be £20
regardless of age.



The price of Berry’s coaches has risen slightly for next season. Mike implored members to make a
decision to travel and stick to it where possible. There is no system in place to punish defaulters but
Mike will monitor this during the season and make those that regularly miss the coach having been
booked on or simply not making us aware they are not travelling are fully aware of the problems it
causes. It was suggested that the main issue this season was that the football had become so poor
members just could not be bothered. It was hoped with the new management regime in place at Everton
more may travel on a regular basis. Mike made the point that members must ensure that they let Becky
know as soon as possible their plans. There is a one habitual defaulter who is a member. Mike and Ron
agreed to have a chat with him at the earliest opportunity.
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4.



Mike thanked those that did make voluntary contributions towards missed travel.



Mike thanked those that donate to the Driver’s tips collection. This has been a huge success and has
gone some way in making the travel losses more manageable. This will continue next season.

Marketing and Merchandise Report

Mike Williams gave a brief overview for Marketing and Merchandise aspects of the club. The report is attached to the
minutes.

5.



The proceeds from Merchandise sales are slightly up from last season. It is a little bit of fun but Mike
hoped to continue this.



Mike discussed the feasibility of having Town Representatives/Point of Contacts to promote the club. Ian
Davies has volunteered to be a Point of Contact for Swindon. Craig Hunt has expressed an interest to be
the area representative for Gloucester, Cheltenham and Tewksbury areas.



Mike will add these names to the Westcountry Blues website in due course.

Ticket Secretary Report

Rebecca Martin then gave a brief on Ticketing details both on the past season and looking to Season 2016/17.

6.



Everton have made record sales for Season Tickets so therefore Non Season ticket holders will need to
get ticket requirements to her in good time.



Away Game ticket prices are frozen at £30. This may make the demand for tickets harder.



Becky then thanked Sharon Borland and the staff at the Everton box office.

Man of the Match Report.

Ron Joynson read out details from the Man of the Match data collected on each matchday as follows:
24 different players had received your votes on at least one of the 19 games covered this season on the coach. The
top five were:
Gareth Barry
Romelo Lukaku
Ross Barkley
John Stones
Aaron Lennon.

36 points
31 points
24 points
21 points
21 points

This made Gareth Barry our Man of the Season.
7.

Election of Committee Members/Officers

The current committee will remain in place for the 2016/17 season. In addition, Danni Jones was formally voted in as
Secretary having stood up mid-season to replace Jody Taylor. Ron Joynson thanked Jody for her work during her
short spell as Secretary. Ron then thanked the present committee for their hard work ensuring the Supporters Club
had a good season.
8.

AOB


It was discussed about the possibility of having an extra stop for the Tewksbury area. This was to be
discussed out of the AGM between the committee. This is a specific request from Craig Hunt. The
caveat placed upon him is to get more members interested in travelling from this proposed stop. The
discussion will be continued until a resolution is found. Craig did explain that he had a couple of
options of a safe pick up/drop off point. To be discussed further.
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9.

The committee were asked if we had considered running a coach to Goodison Park for a possible
Friday night fixture. This was discussed and a number of points came out of these discussions:


Number of members willing to travel versus the minimum bus size that is offered by Berrys.



Cost of travel



Time of Departure from Taunton to allow for Friday travel on M5/M6.



Mike will enquire from Berrys on cost and feasibility and a decision will be made in due course.

Lucky Dip Draw

We held the Lucky Dip Draw. The selection of prizes was superb and Steve and Carol McHale are to be thanked for
organising this for us. Most people won a prize and Chloe Holmes is thanked for being Assistant Master of
Ceremonies.
10.

Food Buffet

Once again the Buffet was superbly organised by Sian Gaines. The selection of food was fantastic. Ron Joynson
thanked Sian for allowing us to have our meeting at the Hotel and for the superb food.
The meeting concluded with no further points to discuss.
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WESTCOUNTRY BLUES TREASURER’S REPORT – as at 04 June 2016
1.

GENERAL

Having completed my first season as treasurer I have found the job pretty rewarding and not overly onerous. The
role does take a little bit of time pre-match to organise transport and also the day after the match day just to get
the money ready for banking. I have also endured some abuse at the Warminster branch of the HSBC as the girls
behind the counter now support Liverpool. That is as difficult as it gets I think!
In season 2014/15 we reported a loss of approximately £1000. I am happy to report that this season we have
reversed that and our income over expenditure figure is £661.19
2.

ACCOUNTS

The accounts are pretty straight forward and they have been independently verified for us by a bookkeeper. There
is one minor suggestion:


Any residue tip money and merchandise monies collected are banked at the end of the season as opposed to
regular small payments. This will negate the need for quite so many entries on bank statements and make the
process of checking the account slightly easier.

Account Notes:
a. Membership Fees: Up from last season by £185.
b. Travel:
 Hire Cost: £18,125

* This figure offset by:




Fares taken : £17,868
(= Actual Loss £257)
+
£120 used for Tips
Net Loss: £377





£97 Float banked.
£55 voluntary contributions due to missed travel.
£41.53 Tip contributions not used.
£20 tip not paid out due to poor driver attitude.
Total: £213.53

Loss = £162.47
And notionally if you add: £240 (tips not paid out as taken from voluntary contributions) Travel Profit = £77.53

c.
d.
e.
f.
g.



h.






i.

Tickets: Income matched the outlay.
Raffle: A small profit was made last season of £44.39.
Merchandise Sales: Up from last season by £38.33.
Bus Float Banked: At the start of the season we kept money back as float.
Member Contributions:
£37.48 PC Dave Phillips (Club paid £50 into the Merseyside Police Fund set up).
£55 Missed Travel – Thankyou to those that have contributed.
£41.53 Tip Money not used.
Other Outgoings:
Actual Drivers Tips
AGM Food
Postage
Stationary
AGM Raffle Prizes
Thanks gifts to Berry’s
Savings. Big savings this season have been postage, telephone calls and Drivers Tips.

Although we are not a profit making organisation we cannot afford to lose money. The margins are tight and the
following short explanation can show how quickly a profit can erode.
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3.

Indications from the membership implied we needed a 41 seater for the Norwich game at a cost of £925. We
had more than 32 which is the smallest coach size but not quite enough to fill a 41 seater. We were therefore
probably always running at a small loss and a 41 Seater was booked.
During the week leading up to the game at least 7 people dropped out. I tried to get a 32 seater coach from
Berry’s (cost £850) but they only have one and that was out.
We also had 1 x habitual Season Ticket Holder defaulter not turn up on match day resulting in only 27
travelling.
Pre Norwich Game - Estimated Excess Income over Outgoings was Approx. £950
Actual Excess Income over Outgoings was substantially less.
MEMBERSHIP

Collation of membership data pre-season took a while as it came in to me in dribs and drabs. The plan this season is
for existing members that are on the Database to send a note with their remittance to say there is no change to
personal details. That way we can save paper and time collating a new database. If your details have changed then
please let us know by using the 2016/17 membership form. This can be found online or can be completed on the
bus.
4.

TRAVEL

Berry’s our travel partners have served us well in the main. I have had cause to make them aware of a couple of
points that members commented on.



Liverpool Fixture – Bus late due to mist on the Somerset Levels and poor driver attitude.
Arsenal Fixture – Broken water heater and seat trays unclean.

Martin Bell the Operations Manager fully understood our concerns and took action as required.





Games travelled to: 19
Numbers travelled: 760
The biggest loss was the early January game against Tottenham Hotspur when only 27 travelled. The 32 seater
was unavailable even though I did try to get it.
In total we made losses on 9 games

Berry’s have confirmed that the cost of coaches for the 2016/17 Season are as follows:
32 Seater
49 Seater

£850
£1000

41 Seater
53 Seater

£950
£1100

£71 Seater

£1400

This is a small increase of between £25-50. I do not propose to increase the cost of travel this season for
Westcountry Blues Members.
The whole coach booking process is simple and Berry’s will size down almost up until the last day. I do ask that you
let Becky know if you wish to travel. Remember if you are a season ticket holder we assume you are traveling. You
must let Becky know if you are not. Remember that she compiles the list over a few weeks and the most suitable
method is to put it writing.
Voluntary Contributions have been well supported and we have managed to offset all but £120 of the Drivers Tips
this season. There is a slight surplus as reported earlier that went to offset the overall travel loss for the season.
I have some thoughts that I think we should discuss and propose as required:
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5.

I do feel that we should make some form of standard ‘missed travel’ procedure. I feel that if somebody
forgets to tell us that they are not travelling or drops out within 2 days of the match day they should at
least pay a half fare, i.e. £12.5 for an adult. The half fare becomes payable on the next travel day. I am fully
understand that people may drop out due to sickness etc. but I do feel that we need some form of
procedure in place with standardisation to ensure it remains a viable option to travel the way we do.
I also think that a rise in Non Member travel is not unreasonable and suggest that we could raise the cost of
Non Membership travel by £2.
In the event of somebody travelling ‘one way’ a fixed fare of £15 will be charged.
For festive period games and FA Cup games at Round 3 and 4 if applicable we should attempt to order the
32 seater coach earlier regardless of the opponents.
I plan to continue the voluntary contribution system to offset the driver’s tips.
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I especially wish to thank Chris Holmes who has assisted me on match days collecting money and handing out
tickets. I would like to thank Becky Martin who collates the information pre match that I use to collect the fares. I
would like to thank the pair of them for standing in for me when work prevented from coming to the game. There
will be occasions that I cannot make the game this coming season as well.
Lastly, I want to thank my partner Deb Andrews for being understanding, realising she was Born and Not
Manufactured and lending me her fingers and toes to count with.

Mike Williams
Treasurer

WESTCOUNTRY BLUES ACCOUNTS AS AT: 04 June 2016
INCOME

EXPENDITURE

MEMBERSHIP FEES
88 x

ADULTS

£880.00

COACH HIRE

£18,125.00

9x

SENIORS

£45.00

COACH DRIVER TIPS

£120.00

7x

FAMILY

£140.00

MATCH DAY TICKETS

£6,674.50

5x

JUNIORS

£30.00

2015 AGM FOOD

£300.00

COACH FARES

£17,868.00

2015 AGM RAFFLE PRIZES

£31.91

MATCH DAY TICKETS

£6,674.50

POSTAGE/TELEPHONE

£7.56

2015 AGM RAFFLE

£76.30

STATIONARY

£7.99

MERCHANDISE SALES

£84.33

WEBSITE HOSTING

£49.99

MISCELLANEOUS:
BUS FLOAT BANKED

£97.00

MISCELLANEOUS:
PC DAVID PHILIPS FUND

£50.00

MEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS

£140.01

BERRYs THANKYOU CARD &CHOCOLATES

£7.00

£26,035.14

£25,373.95

Excess Income over Expenditure

£661.19

Balance Carried forward from 2014/15 Season
Balance at Bank 31 May 2016

£3,190.81
£3,852.00
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MARKETING AND MERCHANDISE REPORT – AGM 4/6/2016
1. WEBSITE
The WCB website has seemingly been OK throughout the season and remains a focal point for the membership.
The website continues to be a focus point for information regarding travel and tickets. We have had well over 4000
hits and this tends to peak on a Friday with members checking bus timings. I would also remind you that we have
active Twitter and Facebook accounts so therefore if you are on social media please join and share.
2.

NEWSLETTERS

I will continue to produce these newsletters when I can and providing I get stories etc. and will upload to the
website. This will be the only place they are available unless somebody specifically asks for a hard copy. The reason
for this is that over the years we have averaged very nearly £300 in postal costs so we are making a huge saving.
3.

MERCHANDISE

Throughout the season I have sold items of merchandise where possible. We made a £84 profit in total which all
helps us too survive. This is a bit of fun and does not actually return huge profit margins. I do not use the club
money to items. I buy it and the small profit margin and that is what goes into the club fund. Items sold as below:
ITEM
METAL BADGES
STICKERS LARGE
STICKERS SMALL
MUGS
FRIDGE MAGNETS

4.

SOLD
9
14
6
20
14

FLAGS

We have two WCB flags. If anybody wishes to take these too games please let me know. We took part in the Flag
parade at Goodison this season with Kieron and Danni. It is a slight pain as you have to come back out the ground
after and re-enter with your ticket which meant they missed the first 5 minutes of the game. However, that said I
think it’s a good idea and certainly will be looking to do the same this coming season.
5.

TOWN REPRESENTATIVES

Ian Davies from Swindon is attempting to raise interest in his home town with an interview on the Local BBC radio.
He seems to be drumming up some interest and to that end I will produce some more of the little cards that Ronnie
Wilson used to dish out. Ian has agreed to become a focal point for any members from Swindon in a Non
Committee role. I think Craig Hunt maybe doing something similar in Tewksbury.
I think the message is too spread the word whenever and wherever.

Mike Williams MBE
Merchandise and Marketing Sec
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Westcountry Blues Ticket Secretary Report
AGM - 4thJune 2016


Ticketing has run fairly smoothly this season with all tickets ordered accounted for.



We have had a small number of late drop outs and although the Box Office retains its non-cancellation
policy, I have mostly been able to 'get rid' of these tickets to ensure members or WCB are not stuck with
the cost of an unused ticket. However, this is never easy and the general rule that 'once a ticket has been
ordered it must be paid for' must remain in place for next season.



Away tickets continue to be allocated on the 'Season ticket holder plus a number of credits' basis. I
anticipate that this will remain for next season.



Away tickets will be capped at £30 next season and I imagine this will have an impact on availability and the
criteria may be more stringent. I will, as always, do my best to maximise the number of tickets available to
WCB members but do feel it will be a little more difficult next season.



Everton have announced this week that they have already reached record sales on season tickets for next
season with 31,000 sold. Clearly we have a good few weeks to go so can expect that number to rise.
Obviously we provide an allocation each match for away fans too and there are a fair number of obstructed
views.



All in all, this means that the number of 'good seats' available to purchase each match will be limited and
the best advice for members is to make sure that you get your ticket orders to me nice and early, ahead of
the 'on sale' date published on the Everton website. I, as always, will place our club order the day before
the tickets go on sale to Foreverton members and this helps ensure we get the best of the tickets available.
I am happy to place subsequent orders but obviously, once the tickets go on general sale, the options will
be more limited.



Finally, thanks to my fellow committee for their support and thanks to Sharon Borland at the Everton box
office who, as always, has been magnificent.

Rebecca Martin
3/6/16
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