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Outgoing Chairman - Andy Maxwell 

It is with a mixture of nostalgia and sadness that I write my final comments as Chairman of a supporter's 

club that has been such an important part of the last 11 years of my life. I have resigned as chairman and 

from the committee as I have not renewed my season ticket and expect my priorities to change in the next 

year or so. My father took me to my first game in 1964 and since then we have been to hundreds of games 

together. Sadly his legs are so weak, he has decided that last season will be his last watching them at 

Goodison. Indeed, I missed the AGM as he had a fall and broke his hip and I was up in North Wales whilst 

he had an operation to repair it. 

 

I now want to leave some weekends free to spend time with him, watching our team on a tablet, rather than 

at the stadium with him. I intend to go to the occasional game, but for a little while I won't be a regular on 

the coach.  

 

So I would like to say thank you to each of you for your friendship and support since the club was formed. I 

would like to thank the committee for their hard work, especially Becky, who is so well organised and Mike 

for his growing influence. 

 

Thank you also Vicky for your work as secretary over the last few years. 

I shall always be grateful to Jackie for her support over the years 

and too many to mention for your friendship and the great times we 

have had together. 

 

But I would like to reserve a special thank you to Ian, who is one of the 

founder members of the club and has been pivotal to the clubs' growth 

and success. You will be a big loss to the committee but THANKYOU for 

all you have done. 

 

So all that remains is for me to wish our new chairman Ron and his new 

committee, all the very best for the new season and the future. 

 

I have two young grandsons and hope that in the years to come I will be 

able to bring them as members of the WCB to worship the 

beautiful boys in blue. 

 

Andrew Maxwell 
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Incoming Chairman - Ron Joynson  

 
I would like to thank everyone for endorsing me as your Club 
Chairman for the forthcoming season at our AGM recently. For 
those who were not there - hard luck- you've got me now! No 
seriously, I thank you all for your kind trust, and I really hope that I 
can live up to the role. 
 
Talking of the role, leads to the opportunity to thank our departing 
Chairman, Andy Maxwell for his super work in charge over recent 
years and also to Ian Martin for his great service as Club Treasurer 
for many years too. I can safely say that these two guys have 
become my good friends for the 10 years that I've known them. 
They have both worked so hard over the years to grow the Club 
and have organised same with good honesty, good service and 
good humour too. Many thanks guys from all of the Club 
Membership.  
 
I would also like to recognise Vicky Gentle who steps down as Club 
Secretary and has served us well despite caring for two young 
children and a Nottingham Forest supporting husband. 
 
I would also like to both introduce and welcome our new WCB 

Committee Members at this time - Jody Taylor, Chris Holmes and Jacky Mounty and I need to qualify the 
roles of each of the individual members of the Committee at this time. 
 
Becky will continue in her current role as Ticketing Secretary. Mike Williams will become Club Treasurer. 
Chris will become Assistant Treasurer. Jody will become Club Secretary. Jacky will be an additional 
Committee Member (welcome back Jack) and will really be "minister without portfolio" (to use a current 
political term - he he!) 
 
Additional to my new duties, I will continue to collate your Man of The Match votes after each game (keep 
your hands off - I do that - OK!) and announce the appropriate winner to you all. 
 
Mike Williams will continue to market the club and produce the newsletters as well as update the website. 
These will become labours of love as opposed to committee functions. If you have any interesting stories 
etc. let Mike know about them.  
 
One final point that I need to make. You can appreciate that it is so important that we fill our coach seats 
for every game and we really need more members who want to take up our principal "reason for being". 
That is, "to make journeys to Goodison Park as easily and cheaply as is possible" To achieve this, we 
simply need to fill the coach and recruit more members accordingly. One of the easiest ways for us all to 
contribute in this aspiration is to buy a Club Car Sticker from Mike Williams and each of us will become 
marketing gurus in this endeavour. 
 
Finally, let us all have a great summer and after EFC have purchased both Cristiano Ronaldo (his parents 
named him after me - not many people know that) and of course Lionel Messi in the transfer window, I look 
forward to seeing you all in the new season. 

Ron Joynson 

The Editor  

Please keep an eye out for the website over the close season as I intend to completely re-vamp it and 

remember that we have active Twitter and Facebook pages. Please like us and spread the word! 

In this newsletter, I have included the minutes from the AGM. I have not included the fixture list recently 

published as I have no doubt one Sky get their hands on it changes will occur. 

Mike Williams MBE 
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Man of the Match 2014/15   

This seasons winner was Steven Naismith.  

The reason is that, at the season beginning, he was by far our best performer and was recognised as such 

by you accordingly. He scored 64 of your votes in our first three games - 

Arsenal (25) Chelsea (23) and Aston Villa (16) and took a big lead over 

the balance of the team. In fact he didn't score any votes at all after the 

Leicester game on February 22nd.  

We judged 13 games in total with a total of 26 different players chosen. 

Another odd factor was that Brendon Galloway scored 24 votes in his 

only reviewed game v Spurs and was therefore 10th in our standings 

overall. 

I intend to run this same format next year but additionally will give you 

the opportunity to select your personal "Favourite Player of the Season" 

on our last coach journey of the season on the way home. In this way, I 

will collect your favourites of the season, with the winner being 

announced at next year's AGM. Therefore at the AGM, I will announce 

both the "WCB Man of the Match" winner as usual and additionally the 

collective "WCB Favourite Player of the Season" winner as well. 

SEASON 2014/15 PREVIOUS WCB "MAN OF THE MATCH" SEASONAL WINNERS. 

1. Steven Naismith.       82 votes 
2. James McCarthy.      64 votes 
3. John Stones.             63 votes 
4. Mohamed Besic.       40 votes 
5. Phil Jagielka.            38 votes 

2011/12.  Steven  Pienaar.       (104 votes) 
2012/13.  Seamus Coleman.    (118 votes) 
2013/14.  Gareth Barry.            (92 votes) 
2014/15.  Steven Naismith.      (82 votes 

 
Training of a Trooper 

I have found and included the following after I got into a discussion with a 

chap at the local gym. I came home and googled it and found the 

following narrative by one Mr Arthur Chester who trained as a Tank 

Soldier during WW2 in my home town of Warminster in Wiltshire. Now as 

a former Tankie myself I thought I would include the tale. 

Shortly after passing the required medical examinations a travel warrant 
came via the postman with instructions to proceed forthwith to the 57th 
Training Regiment RTR at Warminster, Wiltshire.  

I left Liverpool's Lime Street Station on a train, bound for Bristol, which 
arrived at Temple Meads Station about three hours later. On the platform 
was a Corporal with about a dozen young men in civvies. "You for 
Warminster, if so report to me!" he said. So I, and six or so others, joined 
the group of soon to be ex-civilians. After a short wait, we all climbed 
aboard another train Warminster bound, arriving  less than a hour later.  

At Warminster station we were met by a Sergeant and told to get on some trucks that whisked us to the 
RTR barracks where we debussed outside a mess hall. We then were instructed to "feed our faces" after 
which processing would commence.  

First impressions of "Army grub" being that it wasn't too bad, even though the mugs of hot sweet tea with 
evaporated milk tasted rather peculiar. (Editor’s Note: Probably the Bromide!) After eating, more 
instructions including the information that we now had become 'A' Squadron's 34 Troop.  

Next we were kitted out by which time, as it was early evening, we were escorted to our "living quarters" to 
meet our Troop Sergeant together with his Corporal and two Lance Corporals.  

To my great surprise the Sgt was none other than William "Dixie" Dean, one of the greatest centre-
forwards that ever played for the Everton (the "Blues") Football Team. Many a time had I seen him score 
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goals with just a flick of his head. The Corporal, whose name unfortunately I cannot remember, was also a 
football player with Tranmere Rovers, a Third Division - North team whose ground was across the River 
Mersey from Liverpool.  

The First Full Day  

At 6 a.m. we were rudely awakened, to be given a mere thirty minutes to perform our ablutions and to get 

dressed, in time for our first lesson how to properly make up our beds. We bumbled and fumbled until 

eventually being allowed to partake of breakfast at 7.30 a.m. We then assembled to hear a series of 

lectures, the first of which was given by the Squadron Leader. It should be mentioned here that most of the 

officers, with the rank of Captain and above, had seen action with the Royal Tank Corps, as it was then 

known, in World War One. 

First was the history of the Regiment. How it was formed in 1917 by renaming the "Heavy Branch of the 
Machine Gun Corps" to that of the "Tank Corps". How, in 1922, it became the "Royal Tank Corps" and 
then, seventeen years later, to the present "Royal Tank Regiment."  

Next, we were told how it came about that we were wearing berets not forage caps. It was explained that 
authorisation to wear them was given, subsequent to the Battle of Cambrai in 1917, when the Black Beret 
was awarded by the French Army as a Battle Honour. 

One sensed, during this and subsequent lectures, that the wearing of the Beret, by mechanised Cavalry 
and RAC (Royal Armoured Corps) Regiments, was strongly resented and a bitter pill to swallow. The OC 
went on to tell us to never forget that wearing the Black Beret was a singular honour never to be taken 
lightly!  

Following an explanation why tanks are called "tanks" we heard, for the first of many times, the Regimental 
March "It wasn't the tanks that won the war, it was My Boy Willie." A slide show followed showing us a 
whole range of World War One AFVs including "Little Willie" - the first Tank ever made.  

The show over, the officer went on to explain the basic functions of a tank. He had everyone's rapt 
attention, until he started to tell us that the final drive's task was to lay the track forward in order that a tank 
could "sit on it." The explanation that the upper section of the track travelled up to twice the tank's ground 
speed, while the section over which the tank moved was stationary, seemed reasonable enough. However, 
when he told us that a tank could run over one's foot without doing any damage, there were gasps of 
disbelief and a voice was heard uttering something about "legs with bells on." The officer was a real sport, 
he laughed, saying all was forgiven, but only because we had been in the Army for a couple of days!  

When listening to lectures given by RTR officers, one became well aware how much resentment was felt 
against Field Marshall Haig for continuing his anti-tank campaign in the years following the end of World 
War One. When he articulated the common belief of traditional infantry officers, by stating that "I am all for 
using airplanes and tanks, but they are only auxiliaries to the man and the horse," unfortunately, his words 
were heeded by the decision makers - not so by the Germans!  

Before handing the floor over to the Squadron Sergeant Major, we were told that we could now wear the 
RTR Cap Badge being admonished, once again, never to disgrace it.  

"Pay attention you lot!" quoth the SSM. (For those first few weeks, when addressed as a group, we were 
either "You lot" or "You miserable shower.") He told us to expect six weeks of strenuous training, during it 
would be determined if we were tank crew material, then it was home for a week's leave. "Pay attention 
you lot!" quoth the SSM. (For those first few weeks, when addressed as a group, we were either "You lot" 
or "You miserable shower.") He told us to expect six weeks of strenuous training, during which it would be 
determined if we were tank crew material, then it was home for a week's leave. The SSM proceeded to 
describe the badge of the Royal Tank Regiment and, before we could wear our berets, the Troop Sergeant 
would check to ascertain if the badges were in the proper place. He concluded his remarks telling us the 
RTR Motto "Fear Naught", which is below "My Boy Willie" on the badge, does not apply to us while we 
were "being licked into shape" by both himself and his cadre of instructors! Thus later, after being 
inspected by Sergeant "Dixie" Dean, I was given the OK to wear the second of my five Cap Badges. 
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Everton Miscellaneous 

Some Snippets that I have come across in moments of boredom at work! 

The Magnificent Seven 

 

When Howard Kendall arrived as player manager in 1981 he sought to rejuvenate a squad that had 

struggled with a host of new players that were christened the Magnificent Seven on account that there 

were seven of them unsurprisingly. The Seven were Jim Arnold (I work with his nephew), Alan Ainscow, 

Alan Biley, Mick Ferguson, Mickey Thomas, Mike Walsh and Neville Southall. Out of the seven of course 

the only one who actually was magnificent was the scruffy ex dustman from Bury! 

Unusual Middle Names 

Everton Players with unusual Middle Names are: 

Earl Delisser Barret 

   

Daniel Owefan Amokachi 

Drew Scougal Brand 

Alexander ‘Sandy’ Dewar Brown 

David Desiré Marc Ginola 

Andrew Mullen Gray 

Maurice John Giblin Johnston 

Roger Norton Kenyon 

Gary Winston Lineker 

John Morgan Oster 

Alexander Silcock Scott 

Steven Preben Simonsen 

Trevor McGregor Steven 

Z CARS  

The music that Everton com onto the pitch with is the theme tune of a 1960s Television 

drama series called Z Cars based in the fictional North West town of Newtown. The 

tune was written by Fritz Speigl and is based on a 19
th
 Century folk song called Johnny 

Todd. The version Everton use is was released by Johnny Keating and his orchestra 

and reached No 5 in April 1962. There is a theory that Terence Edmond, an actor from 

the show was an avid Evertonian and he took a number of the cast to watch a game, 

believed to be against Birmingham City in April 1962. In recognition of their presence 

the then No5 record was played over the tannoy before the game and consequently 

has ever since less a short period when the then Chairman Peter Johnson replaced it 

with Fanfare for a Common Man.  

Everton are not the only team to have associated themselves with the tune. Sunderland did for a while and 

Watford still do. 
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Wicked Scouse English 

Anorak –  Obsessive Collector Apple Tar, to – Break Wind  
Attack me mattress –  To Go to Sleep Avvee –  Afternoon 
Av a berst, To –  Urinate Bed wetter  – Early Riser 
Ballyand Day – Day before Payday Basil – Police Officer 
 

Travel and Ticket Requirements 

For the forthcoming season please bear in mind the following when considering travel and tickets: 

 If you are a season ticket holder and not attending a game please ensure you let Becky or Mike 
Williams know as the coach seat can be offered up to others.  

 

 As always, it is advised that you let Becky know as soon as you can when you know which fixture 
you wish to attend, this will avoid any last minute requests that could result in failure to get a ticket or 
of being allocated a restricted view.  

 

 Everton are not obliged to provide a refund on cancelled tickets so in the event that you cannot 
attend a game, having ordered a ticket, you may be liable to still pay for tickets ordered. 

 

 In addition, please keep an eye on our Facebook and Website on the WWW as Members do often 
advertise their own Season Tickets on their when they cannot attend. I will be doing so as I may 
have to miss games due to work commitments and have 2 seats in the Park End together. 

 

Merchandise - WCB Mugs 

The two styles of Westcountry Blues Mugs produced this season have now all gone. The two designs I did 

are based on the images below. I will design a new mug for the coming season. One mug was presented 

to the Church Hall Staff at St Luke’s Church and donations for the gift were made by Ron Joynson, John 

Williams, Steve Clinton and I. I can get more of these made if anybody feels that they missed out.  In 

addition, if anybody wants a large high resolution digital copy of the images for themselves for the price of 

a car sticker please ask me. In addition I can get these images mounted on boards ready to frame at a cost 

of £20. The 2 images are below  - All profit to club. 

 
Ron Joynson presents the WCB Mug to Rev Dr Ellen Loudon and Colin Greene from St Lukes 
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Merchandise - Stickers 

This is the easiest and cheapest way to market the club. Sticker designs are as below and I have loads. 

Please buy and distribute around the place. The 2 larger ones are priced at £2 and the smaller square one 

at £1.50. There is really minimal profit but what profit there is I will plough back into merchandise.  

 

Have a great Close Season COYB 

Mike Williams 

Email: michaelwilliams7358@yahoo.co.uk 

Twitter: @mikewilliams358 

Mob: 07885738785 

TICKETS 

My 2 x season tickets in the Park End are available for the first 2 Home games of the season should 

anybody be interested as I am away in Germany working. 

Mike Williams 

 

Please feel free to print the following poster and distribute as you feel: 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:michaelwilliams7358@yahoo.co.uk
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We’re Evertonians  
and we go to the 
game…. it is what 

we do…! 

 
 

We are the Westcountry Blues Official Everton Supporters Club travel 

regularly by bus to Goodison Park on match days. Why not join us and 

experience the match day live, instead of doing what Liverpool Supporters 

do….renew their annual Sky Sports Subscription! 

We have 2 main pick up points at Taunton and Bristol with adequate and 

safe parking at both locations. Members travel regularly from Cornwall and 

Plymouth to these pick up points and car share schemes work well. It’s a long 

day but catch up with sleep on the coach. 

We can arrange to obtain tickets, but you do need to register for free at 

Everton (www.evertonfc.com). You then let us know which part of the 

ground you favour and our Ticket Secretary does the rest….it’s as simple as 

that! In addition, we can assist in obtaining away fixture tickets, although 

these are often limited. 

For more club details and contact numbers please visit us at 

www.westcountryblues.org.uk or on our Facebook page 

 

Nothing But the Best is Good Enough 
 

http://www.evertonfc.com/
http://www.westcountryblues.org.uk/


9 
 

MINUTES OF THE WESTCOUNTRY BLUES 14TH AGM. HELD AT THE ALMONDSBURY 

HOTEL, BRISTOL. SATURDAY 6TH JUNE 2015. 

 

Attendees 

Ron Joynson, Rebecca Martin, Ian Martin, Mike Williams, Vicky Gentle, Paul & Tracy Short, Bill & Jacqui 

Mounty, Colin Evans, Steve Moss, Neil Martin, John Williams, Johnny Warburton, Deb Andrews, Linzi 

Bradley, Stephen Clinton, Martin Harris, Evie Bennett, Alan Bennett, Joe Bennett, Dee Bennett, Steve & 

Carol McHale, Sian Gaines, Alan Knight, Mike Culshaw, Simon Miller. 

 

Welcome & Opening Remarks 

In Andy’s absence, Ian welcomed everybody to the 15th Westcountry Blues A.G.M. 

Apologies 

Andy Maxwell, Chris Holmes and Jody Taylor. 

Minutes of the 14th A.G.M. & matters arising 

Minutes of the 14th A.G.M. were agreed as a true record. Regarding matters arising, Ian confirmed that a 

new club flag had now been purchased for £80. 

Chairman’s remarks 

Ian thanked Andy not only for all of his hard work this season, but for all of his work as chairman during 

the last 15 years. Everyone agreed, that Andy’s hard work and dedication to the Westcountry Blues has 

been invaluable and he will be sorely missed in the role. 

Treasurer’s remarks 

Ian announced that he was standing down from his role as treasurer, because he felt the role required 

someone to be on the coach on match days more than he will be next season. He has greatly enjoyed his 

role as treasurer over the years, but the time has now come to hand over to someone else.  

Last season the club lost almost £1000. This was attributed to the membership numbers being down 

around 12% on the previous season and the two big losses incurred on the Newcastle and Sunderland 

games. Despite these figures, the club is still in a sound financial position, with the bank balance sitting at 

just over £3000. 

Ian thanked Becky for all of her hard work over the last season, her efficient manner made his job much 

easier. 

Berry’s coaches have not confirmed their exact prices for next season, but they are going to be putting 

their prices up. Based on this, Ian proposed that travel costs increase to £25 for members (£20 

concessions) with a £3 surcharge for non-members.  

Membership costs will remain the same. 

Ticket secretary’s remarks 

Becky asked all season ticket holders to let her know as early as possible if they don’t require a seat on 

the coach, this gives the club time to try and fill that space. 
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The club had 28 season ticket holders last season, some of these won’t be renewing for the coming 

season, but some members will be ordering new ones, so the number should remain roughly the same.  

She reminded members that tickets for home games go on sale 5/6 weeks beforehand and if we order 

any later than this we may not get great seats, so they must let her know as early as possible if they want 

to go to a match. We have had issues with poor seats for the big games, Becky said that a way around this 

might be for members to perhaps try sitting in another area of the ground or even order their own ticket 

if preferred. 

Everton are still operating a much tougher returns policy, so all tickets which are ordered, but not used 

will need to be paid for. 

Away tickets – the new ruling brought in last season actually worked well for the Westcountry blues and 

it stopped those who don’t travel regularly with the club or non-members from ordering tickets for away 

games.  Next season, we will struggle with tickets for Bournemouth away, but Becky is hopeful that we 

may get a few extra tickets for some of the more ‘local’ away games. 

Europe – Becky didn’t have any real problems getting tickets for active members for both the home and 

away European ties. 

Becky said she will miss working with Ian and his efforts have made her job much easier as a result. She 

also thanked Chris and Jacqui for their support throughout the season. Finally, she thanked Lee Newman 

who has been covering Sharon’s role in the Everton box office. 

Marketing secretary’s remarks 

Mike informed everyone that the Westcountry blues website will be revamped during the close season. 

This will include new features: where we will all meet at away games, pick up points for home games and 

members will be able to advertise their unused season tickets for other members to purchase. Mike said 

if anyone has any other ideas, they were to get in touch with him. 

He also reminded everyone that the club also has active Twitter and Facebook accounts and that both are 

continuing to play a vital role in promoting our club across the Westcountry. 

Bus posters – Mike produced new posters at the end of last season, which are now used on the coaches, 

everyone agreed that these are improvement on the old ones. 

Newsletters – these will continue throughout the season and a bumper edition will be out in June. These 

will be emailed out to members, so Mike again requested that everyone lets him have their correct email 

address. 

Merchandise – Mike has bought some small Westcountry blues stickers, which he intends to use to 

promote the club in various places. He also explained that he can produce all sorts of promotional 

Westcountry blues merchandise, it is just a case of hitting minimum quantities. Mike also mentioned that 

he has found a supplier who could possibly produce merchandise for us if we provide them with a logo. 

Members could then order directly from them. If members have any ideas on what they would like to see 

(clothing, mugs etc) please let Mike know and he will look into it. 

 Man of the match awards 

Ron Joynson explained that the man of the match votes covered 13 home games last season. The top five 

players were as follows: 

1) Steven Naismith – 82 votes 

2) James McCarthy – 64 votes 

3) John Stones – 63 votes 
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4) Mo Besic – 40 votes 

5) Phil Jagielka – 38 votes 

This season there were 26 different players voted for, which we all thought had to be some kind of 

record! 

The Westcountry blues player of the season award was therefore awarded to Steven Naismith. 

Next season, Ron proposed that we still run the man of the match vote on the coach for our own fun, but 

that we also run a separate one off vote for player of the season and goal of the season. The results of 

this vote could then be submitted to Everton as part of their supporter’s club awards night. The 

committee agreed that they would discuss the best way for members to vote for these two awards, then 

inform the members through the newsletter. 

Election of officers 

Chairman - Andy Maxwell stepped down in his role as chairman, Ron Joynson was nominated and voted 

in to replace him. 

Treasurer – Ian Martin stepped down in his role as treasurer, Mike Williams was nominated and voted in 

to replace him. 

Secretary – Vicky Gentle stepped down in her role as secretary – Jody Taylor was nominated and voted in 

to replace her. 

Additional committee members – Chris Holmes was nominated to assist Mike Williams in his role as 

treasurer and Jacqui Mounty was nominated as an additional committee member, both were voted in. 

A.O.B. 

Jacqui thanked Ian for how well he has done in his role during the past 13 years, coaches have always 

turned up on time and everything has been organised so effectively. 

Colin Evans asked for the website to be updated with the correct pick up times from Stroud, Mike said he 

would action this. 

Becky said she would also contact Everton with updated contact details for the new committee members.  

The committee agreed to look at the clubs constitution in relation to the roles each committee member 

needs to fulfil, does anything need amending? 

 

6th June 2015       V Gentle - Secretary 
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WESTCOUNTRY BLUES 

Income & Expenditure for season 2014/15 

Income        Expenditure 

Membership fees      Tickets   £6226.50 

Adult   £690     Coach hire (inc. tips) £15405.00 

OAP   £40 2014 AGM food £280.00 

Family    £160     2014 AGM raffle prizes £62.95 

Junior   £20     Miscellaneous (inc. flag) £93.98 

Travel   £14217.00    Postage/Telephone £359.00 

Tickets   £6226.50    Bank charges  £16.00 

2014 AGM raffle £102.30    Website  £50.00 

Bank charges  £12.00     2015 AGM raffle prizes £20.00 

Merchandise sales £45.70 

 TOTALS  £21513.50       £22513.43 

 

Excess expenditure over income   £999.93 

Balance carried forward from 2013/14 season  £4190.74       

Balance at bank as of 31/05/15   £3190.81 

 

 

 

 


